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Dear CSCA Families, 

 

As we continue to prepare for a re-opening this fall with safety as our top priority, we 

continue our commitment to providing a comprehensive model of instruction that is 

high-quality and that meets the various needs of every student. Every CSCA student is 

valuable to us, and our commitment to students who for various reasons end up doing 

remote learning as an alternative to in-person instruction is just as strong as our 

commitment to students who will participate in-person. 

 

Before I move on, I would like to remind you to fill out our most recent poll 

(REQUIRED) that was sent out one week ago (July 18), if you haven't already. 

 

In the spring, we believe that we provided a comprehensive, interactive online program 

that met the needs of a wide range of families, kept rigor high while allowing for 

flexibility, and kept students and teachers connected through community while 

ensuring security of our online program. As we go into the fall, we plan to use the same 

approach for students who participate in remote learning as an alternative to in-person 

instruction. 

 

In our decision making for a quality remote instruction alternative to in-person 

instruction, we were guided by the following considerations:  

• Quality - Our approach should allow us to stick with the valuable academic and 

character curriculum that families are drawn to and that CSCA teachers and 

staff believe in: Core Knowledge, Reading Mastery, Saxon Math, Shurley 

Grammar, Core Virtues, EPIC, etc. 

• Equity and Consistency - Our approach should ensure that students who learn 

remotely don't miss out on CSCA's curriculum but receive and equally benefit 

from the same content that students participating in in-person instruction 

receive. 

https://cscharter.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43afdb3496651fa33a3bf01d9&id=46bcb25a28&e=927459059d
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• Community - Our approach should not just be a program but should allow space 

for interaction between in-person and remote learners. More than ever, 

interaction between friends and classmates is necessary in a world where 

isolation is a side-effect of taking safe measures.  

• Flexibility - Our approach should allow remote learners to almost seamlessly 

transition back to in-person instruction when the family feels ready to re-

enter. This approach should also allow students who stay home for a few days 

or a few weeks due to a fever, runny nose, cough, or to self-quarantine, to 

access the program remotely. This is possible when the same instruction is 

delivered both to in-person learners and remote learners. Finally, this system 

should be similar to the all-school remote learning program, if local schools 

transition once again to online-only instruction for a period of time. 

• Familiarity - Our approach should utilize a system that our families and staff 

members already grew accustomed to in the spring (primarily Zoom and Google 

Classroom). We intentionally chose the programs we used in the spring, 

knowing that it might need to be a longer-term solution. 

• Community Input - Our approach should seriously take feedback and 

preferences of all CSCA stakeholders, specifically family and staff feedback from 

the spring and throughout the multiple surveys sent over the summer. Many of 

the details and changes we're making for this fall include much of the feedback 

you all have given. 

• Teacher Access - Our approach should provide students learning remotely with 

access to their homeroom teacher for questions and support. 

• Security - Our approach should be on a secure platform. Zoom meets the 

security standards of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and 

has encryption, controlled and transparent data routing, safeguards and 

controls to prohibit unauthorized participants, and meeting host, administrator, 

and security controls. For more information on Zoom's security, please click 

here. 

Given all of those considerations:  

• CSCA’s remote learning alternative to in-person instruction will be a modified 

synchronous model in which students will be able to log on and participate in 

their classes (reading/literature, math, writing, grammar, social studies, and 

specials) in real-time, five days a week, streaming content from home. 

• Students who for various reasons will be unable to log on during the time of 

the live class will be able to access it in the recording to view and participate 

https://cscharter.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43afdb3496651fa33a3bf01d9&id=d532a5bf83&e=927459059d
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in at a later time that works better for the family's schedule, just like our 

approach this spring. 

• Home-based alternatives will rely on this content as a base. If you filled out 

the survey and indicated that you are interested in home-based programs, we 

will be in touch with you this week. 

We will continue to work with our teachers and staff to hammer out logistical pieces 

and ensure that we're providing our best for students while also supporting teachers 

and staff as much as we can with these additional responsibilities. These 

include bolstering our wireless network and bandwidth and exploring alternate 

possibilities to complete and grade work, per family and staff feedback. We are working 

though these and other smaller details and will fill you in on those as soon as those 

details finalized. 

 

We are aware that this is a big undertaking and have sought out input of teachers, 

educational aides, and staff members to ensure that they are supported with their 

responsibilities. As we did in the spring, we will continue to regularly seek feedback 

from staff and parents when school begins and adjust as we continue to strive for 

Excellence, "nothing less than our best," in this uncharted territory. 

 

CSCA's fully remote program (in case schools are asked to shut down again) will look 

similar to what it did in the spring, continuing with daily, live, interactive reading Zoom 

classes and weekly whole-class check-ins. In addition to that structure from the spring, 

we will be adding daily, live, interactive math classes and a third, daily, live, interactive 

class. We're increasing the number of daily live classes in order to maximize student 

engagement, as both parents and staff observed that the greatest student engagement 

in the spring happened in the context of live classes. All live classes will be recorded for 

later access. The remaining subjects will continue to be pre-recorded by teachers and 

posted in Google Classroom. Middle School will have live classes for all subjects (one per 

subject for 7th grade and one per subject for 8th grade, with pre-recorded specials 

classes).  

 

Finally, State guidelines about masks in school were recently released; the following is 

taken directly from State guidelines. 

 

Students:  

• Comply with applicable state and local mask orders, in addition to below. 

• Encourage cloth face coverings over the nose and mouth for students up to age 

10 years except during outdoor recess and exercise activities. 



• Require cloth face coverings over the nose and mouth for students ages 11 and 

older except during outdoor recess and exercise activities where appropriate 

distancing can be maintained, unless the student has a health or education 

reason for not wearing a mask. 

• Face covering styles with other than head-strap style attachments should be 

preferred for students under 10 to increase safety and improve ability of 

students to remove their own masks. 

• All masks should be removed during nap times and when younger children can 

not be directly observed; masks should be designed so students can remove 

them without assistance. 

Staff:  

• Comply with applicable state and local mask orders, in addition to below. 

• Require face coverings over the nose and mouth for all staff, including during in-

person instruction unless they cannot medically tolerate a face covering. 

• If needed, face coverings may be temporarily removed or transparent 

alternatives may temporarily be substituted when learning differences interfere 

with instruction. 

• If necessary, the mask may be removed for instruction for the shortest duration 

possible. 

• Even when in a cohort, face coverings over the nose and mouth are required for 

all staff. 

• Adults are required to wear coverings over the nose and mouth when they are 

with other adults including in faculty lounges. 

The new State guidance does not include face shields as an alternative to face masks, as 

was previously the case, but require "cloth face coverings." The state does allow 

for "temporary utilization of transparent alternatives [e.g., face shields and plexiglass 

barriers] for specific learning needs." 

 

CSCA is committed to follow State guidelines (at a minimum) and will continue to 

explore with State and local health agencies, along with our community, if stricter 

measures need to be implemented. We welcome your comments here. 

 

CSCA is committed to providing the best education for your children amidst the ever-

changing situation and ever-changing guidance from the State, ensuring that our 

program safely meets the needs of all of our great families.  

https://cscharter.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43afdb3496651fa33a3bf01d9&id=a263e4c488&e=927459059d
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